T he ever-changing nature of diabetes education has become evident over the past several years and continues to grow and be more stimulating and challenging with each new day. Just how stimulating and challenging will be demonstrated at AADE's 32nd Annual Meeting and Exhibition to be held in Washington, DC, August 10 to 13, 2005 . This year's theme, Monumental Opportunities . . . Diabetes Educators in Action, will highlight the uniqueness, the expertise, and the personal attributes of diabetes educators.
The excellent response to the Annual Call for Papers made possible a wide selection of general sessions, concurrent sessions, and poster sessions that identify the diabetes educator as the linking entity with patients and members of the health care team. Taking advantage of being held in our nation's capital, the event will feature more speakers focusing on public health issues, with particular attention to lifestyle management for the prevention of diabetes. General sessions will be scheduled daily from Wednesday through Saturday morning, with a concluding session on Saturday afternoon. Concurrent breakout sessions will consist of 60 to 90 presentations EDITORIAL EDITORIAL on selected topics offering continued education. Poster presentations will be on display Friday, August 12, from 12:00 to 1:00 pm. Encore posters (those posters that have been presented at other major meetings) will also be on display Friday, August 12, from 12:00 to 1:00 pm. Members will be able to take advantage of more than 100 different types of educational sessions offering a wide range of topics, including AADE7 Self-Management Behaviors, continuous quality improvement, care settings (ie, primary, community, inpatient/hospital-based), complications, culture, disabilities, nutrition management, public health, disaster preparedness, and women's issues, to name a few.
As in years past, the 32nd Annual Meeting and Exhibition promises to be a truly exciting opportunity to expand your knowledge and skill base, update your knowledge of products and technologies, network and share ideas with colleagues, and renew old friendships and make new ones. Advancing our knowledge base means building upon foundations of the past and providing the enthusiasm and expertise with which to build the future. I look forward to seeing you in Washington this August.
